CLASSIC CRIMES
in Edinburgh.   He had married in the former city in 1902
one May Curtis; but the marriage proved a failure, and for
the last five years he had been living with Antoine, a young
Frenchwoman whom he met in London.   They lived on the
Continent and in New York, finally returning to England.
He specialized in the running of social clubs, the sociability
of which consisted in gambling, and was an expert in games
of chance.    The police maintained that he had other and
more despicable means of livelihood, but of that there is no
proof.   In November 1908 he removed his establishment to
Glasgow, furnishing upon the instalment system a flat in
St. George's Road.   They had one servant, Catherine Smalz,
a German.   The door-plate bore the name "Anderson/' and
he was ostensibly a dentist;   but whatever operations were
therein conducted had no reference to the practice of that
dread profession.   Some of his visiting-cards bore the designa-
tion:   "Dealer in Diamonds and precious Stones," which, in
relation to Miss Gilchrist's collection,, was for him an un-
fortunate coincidence*   His time was spent in divers billiard-
rooms and gambling-houses, notably the Sloper Club in India
Street, of which he was a member.   He haid several friends,
mostly of his own nationality, and although his course of life
was certainly neither reputable nor regular, he had never been
in what is technically termed "trouble'*; and even to this day
there is not a tittle of evidence to disprove his reiterated and
constant statement that he never so much as heard of the
existence either of Miss Gilchrist or her jewels.
IV
The brooch clue having broken down and the "flight
from justice" being, as we shall find, equally fallacious, one
would have thought that the Glasgow police would now
desist from the pursuit of Slater and follow up the most
material fact tharLambie had said she recognized the man
she saw in the lobby. But they were loth to admit their
mistake, and it was decided to risk sending Adams, Lambie,
and Barrowman to New York, in the hope that they might
see their way to identify Slater. As a fair and equitable pre-
liminary to their task they were shewn a photograph of him,
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